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This course is about the law of restitution for unjust enrichment: it is concerned with when a 
defendant may be compelled to make restitution to a claimant, because the defendant has been 
unjustly enriched at the claimant’s expense.  

In England and Wales, unjust enrichment was only first judicially recognised as an independent source 
of obligations by the House of Lords in 1991 but has now become one of the most vibrant areas of 
modern private law. Many controversies exist, and the scope of restitution for unjust enrichment is 
still being worked out by courts across the common law world, including Singapore. In previous private 
law modules such as Contract Law and Equity & Trusts, you may already have encountered fleeting 
references to ‘unjust enrichment’, explored in a necessarily superficial way; for example in cases on 
frustration, illegality, tracing, and knowing receipt.   

The course aims to develop in students a deeper understanding of unjust enrichment, and its place 
within the broader map of private law. Generating distinctive rights and obligations, it forms a body 
of law independent from the laws of contract and torts, cutting across the jurisdictional divide 
between the common law and equity. After this course, students will be introduced to some modern 
debates about unjust enrichment, as well as accurately describe, apply, and evaluate the law of unjust 
enrichment in England and Wales and in Singapore. 

This course will appeal to those with an interest in private law. It builds upon modules taken in the 
NUS undergraduate compulsory curriculum (eg contract, property, and equity). Students who enjoyed 
studying these courses will find that this course advances their understanding of private law as a 
whole. Many issues in the material covered have practical importance in commercial litigation. 

A strong foundation in common law reasoning will be presumed. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES 

At the end of the course, students should be able to: 

• Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the place of unjust enrichment in the private 
law of obligations; 

• Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the development of the law of unjust 
enrichment in England and Wales, and Singapore. (Brief references may be made to other 
common law jurisdictions, where appropriate). 

• State and describe the current law of unjust enrichment in England and Wales, and Singapore; 
• Apply the law in England and Wales, and Singapore, to given hypothetical scenarios; 
• Question why the law in Singapore may diverge from English law in particular areas. 
• Evaluate the current law in England and Wales, and Singapore. 

 



COURSE CONTENT 

It is impossible to cover the entirety of unjust enrichment law in a 5-credit elective module. Its scope 
will therefore be necessarily limited.  

This course first looks at overarching issues concerning unjust enrichment as a subject, including how 
the law of unjust enrichment developed, the particular methodology that underpinned its 
development, and the coherence of the subject. Within the legal doctrine, we consider main 
components of the unjust enrichment inquiry: enrichment, at the expense of, unjust factors, and 
defences.  

The course does not cover restitution for wrongs, which will be covered in another elective: 
‘Remedies’ LL4268V.  

 

SAMPLE RANGE OF TOPICS (TO BE CONFIRMED)* 

Seminar 1: Introduction to Unjust Enrichment; Alternative Accounts  

Seminar 2: Enrichment 

Seminar 3: At the Expense Of  

Seminar 4: Mistake  

Seminar 5: Failure of Basis 

Seminar 6: Tutorial 1  

Seminar 7: EITHER (a) Restitution from or by Public Authorities OR (b) Duress and Undue Influence 

Seminar 8: Absence of Basis  

Seminar 9: Change of position and estoppel  

Seminar 10: Other defences (one or more of: eg ministerial receipt, counter-restitution, illegality) 
(TBC) 

Seminar 11: Proprietary restitution (TBC) 

Seminar 12: Tutorial 2  

 

*Topics may be adjusted depending on the pace of coverage. 

 


